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narrations of the lives of" Cartier, Menendez, Champlain, 
Maisonneuve, Charles le Moyne, and Radisson. The Catholic 
point of view is apparent throughout, and the didactic and con- 
troversial character of the work can be inferred from a sentence 
of the introduction: "From all [of the characters treated], how- 
ever, lessons of conduct may be learned, and, here and there, in 
the course of a narrative, it is possible to correct certain false 
appreciations of facts and motives which a class of biased 
writers have fastened on American history." Students of Minne- 
sota history will be most interested in the sketch of Radisson. 
Father Campbell assumes that the "two courageous young 
Frenchmen" who went into the interior in 1654 and returned in 
1656 were Radisson and Groseilliers, but he gives no details 
about their first western expedition. The expedition of 1658-60 
to Lake Superior and Minnesota is recounted briefly, and the 
alleged discovery of the Mississippi is discussed. The author 
apparently does not believe that Radisson saw the great river. 

The volume is illustrated with a number of portraits and con- 
tains a list of books consulted. There are no footnote references, 
and the index is quite inadequate. A number of misprints are 
corrected on an errata slip, but others may be noted, as "on" for 
"one" (p. 238). The "war-whoop" of the United States at the 
time of the Oregon controversy was not "Forty-four fifty" but 
"Fifty-four forty or fight" (p. 283). 

Minnesota, Its Story and Biography. By Henry A. Castle and 
board of advisory editors. (Chicago and New York, The 
Lewis Publishing Company, 1915. 3 v.) 

In their origin and root meanings story and history are alike. 
The former word is used in the title of this work, apparently as 
a mere synonym of history ; but perhaps it is intended to carry a 
distinct significance, that the theme is treated in the style of the 
news reporter and editor. Twenty years in Minnesota journalism, 
between fifty and thirty years ago, gave to Captain Castle the 
skill and temperament which are discernible throughout volume 1, 
imparting enjoyable spice and flavor. Volumes 2 and 3 comprise 
about 1,760 biographical sketches of Minnesota people, mostly 
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how living, who have been prominent in the activities of state 
building and development. 

Description and history of Minnesota, forming the first volume, 
are arranged in forty chapters. The first five relate chiefly to 
the physical geography, climate, early explorations, the Indian 
tribes and missions, and the fur-trade. Next are five chapters 
on the composite character of the immigration, from the older 
states and from foreign countries, by which this state has been 
settled, on. early social conditions, on the boundaries of counties 
and the origin of their names, and on political history. Chapters 
11 and 15 comprise treaties and wars with the red men, records 
and incidents in the war for the Union and in the Spanish- Ameri- 
can War, and a concise cyclopedia of Minnesota chronology from 
1362 to 1915. Chapters 16 to 20 relate to the capitol and the 
state government, to the common school system and colleges and 
universities, to agricultural education and the state and county 
fairs, and to Minnesota art schools and collections. The next 
five chapters treat of the activities and influence of women, of 
the state correctional and benevolent institutions, of the Minnesota 
National Guard and patriotic societies and institutions, of mail, 
telegraph, and telephone service, and of Minnesota journalism, 
literature, and libraries. Chapters 26 to 30 take up the railway 
system, banking and commerce and the great industries, religious 
organizations, and the natural resources and state parks. Another 
group of five chapters treats of the mainly grain-raising parts of 
the state, of its dairy and live-stock regions, of its products of 
fruits and vegetables, and of its timbered and mineral regions. 
Finally, five chapters are devoted to historical and descriptive 
notices of the large towns and cities, Minneapolis and St. Paul 
having each about twenty pages. 

In covering so many subjects, of so diverse and wide range, 
some desirable parts of the narrative are scantily presented or 
even omitted ; and a judicial review of motives, and of the moral 
or even the prudential quality of the chief actors in the history 
of the state, is not usually attempted. A complete and critical 
history of Minnesota waits yet to be published; but we are cer- 
tainly much indebted to the author of this work for his collection 
of abundant and very interesting parts of this history, written 
always in an attractive and instructive manner. 
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The index, which fills twenty double-column pages, is suffi- 
ciently reliable for its citations of biographies; but it would be 
more convenient if some mark, as an asterisk, were to indicate 
such as are accompanied with portraits. In respect to other 
references the index is deficient of some which may be often 
sought by historical readers. For example, in a perusal of the 
first fifteen chapters the following references, besides many 
others, are found needful to be added : Adams, Rev. Moses N. 
61 ; Andrews, Gen. C. C, 122, 185 ; Baker, Gen. James H., 40, 131 
Bemidji, Ojibway chief, 165-66; Brower, Hon. J. V., 2; Carver 
Jonathan, 31, 75, 150, 216; Castle, Henry A., 12, 148, 202-8 
Donnelly, Ignatius, 120-22; Du Luth, explorer, 26, 37, 215 
Flandrau, Charles E., 59, 94, 95 ; Fort Snelling, 40-46 ; Gear, Rev 
E. G., 57; Graham, Duncan, 39; Groseilliers, 23, 32-36, 215 
Hammond, Gov. Winfield S., 132 ; Hennepin, explorer, 26, 37, 38 
Hubbard, Gov. L. F., 120-22, 185; Ireland, Archbishop, 12, 15 
Kemper, Bishop Jackson, 58 ; Le Sueur, explorer, 23, 24, 37, 38 
149, 215; Long, Major Stephen H., 74; McMillan, Samuel J. R. 
125, 126 ; Nelson, Knute, 123 ; Ordinance of 1787, 75-79 ; Perrot 
explorer, 23, 28; Pike, Zebulon M., 24, 75, 216; Pond, Samuel W. 
and Gideon H., 60, 61 ; Radisson, 23, 32-36, 215 ; Ramsey 
Alexander, 125, 130, 131, 174; Renville, Gabriel, 177-82; Ren- 
ville, Joseph, 66; Rice, Henry M., 117, 122; Seward, William H. 
110; Sibley, Henry H., 70, 117, 122, 130, 175; Taliaferro, Law 
rence, 153; Verendrye, 23; Williamson, Rev. T. S., 60, 61 
Winchell, Prof. Newton H, 2, 3, 8, 9; Windom, William, 123, 129. 

For the biographies in this work, and in others sold like it by 
a canvass for subscribers, accuracy is generally attained as to 
dates, events, and names, because the details for the editor's use 
are supplied by the persons who are so commemorated, or, in the 
case of those who are deceased, by their kindred and friends. 
Much editorial care is also given to them, that they may receive 
the approval of subscribers who appear in the biographic list. 

Warren Upham 



